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To His. Exxgellency, Power Ciara, EE of Arkansas: S 

- In making this, the first biennial report, it may. not be ont 
of placeíto take a view of the past efforts for such an Institute, 
-and by whom made, pig ud 


EN 


. For a period of -more than, ¢ a Eege of. a. century, the. un- 
fortunate deaf and dumb of the State had no provision made 
for them. ‘They were the “children. of Silence,” and, as à con- 
- Sequence, of ignorance... This Was A true. but: lamentable 
state of affairs; and: seeing, the wants of this class of -persons, 
the corporation of. the. city of. Little Rock, with commendable. 
charity and liberality, undertook, in the year. 1867, to put , in. 
operation a “deaf mute school. 4 - For nearly two years it, was 
conducted as best it could be out of. the slender means that 
the city. was; “able to appropriate; and it proved to be one of 
the brightest pages in ber corporate history. . 

"A. few. philanthropic members of the. Legislature of 1868 
brought, with the aid of your Excellency, this. matter promi- | 
nently before the General Assembly y that. humanity and..jus- 
tice demanded that the:deaf and dumb should be cared for 
‘alike with the. unfortunate- blind. For the latter, the State 

had, in some degree, at. least, provided; ES: but the former had 
Been entirely overlooked. Now this is no. longer the case; and 
_ our-institutions for the blind and the deaf and , dumb—twin: 
sisters of merey—must ever remain creditable alike to , their 
. projectors and the States, ` e 

Since the-ineorporation of the Ate Deaf Mute Tosti- 
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tute, there-has been appropriated the eum of $26,000 for the 
annual expenses of the Institution, and the sum of $300 per - 
annum for the expenses of each pupil. This allowance to pupils 
is just and liberal, but no more than meets their wants. 

For building purposes, no appropriation was made, the.Gen- 
eral Assembly presuming that a small house could be rented 
for what it was supposed would be a small number of scholars. 
The board of directors soon found, however, that the rapid 
increase of pupils compelled the renting of large and expen- 
sive rooms, and that the amount paid for rent in two years ` 
would put up a temporary building on the ground donated by 
the State. A large frame house, to accommodate the pupils, ” 
was accordingly erected, at less expense than one «year’s rent; 
but, after being used several months, it also proved inadequate 
to meet the demands of the. Institute, and the board of direc- 
tors were compelled to contract for the substantial brick’ edi- 


- fice now occupied. This was done at an expense, in Auditor’s—~ 


warrants, including cost of well, cistern-amd stable, making 
road to Institute, and clearing several acres of land, of $14,- 
684.62. It is proper algo to add, that this was done with secu- 
rities that could not be made to average more than 75 cents on 
the dollar, and were necessarily taken from an appropriation 
that contemplated nothing beyond current expenses. 
For the two years immediately following the present fiscal 
year, although the growth of the Institute is constant, ‘it is 


_believed that the continuance of the allowance to pupils as it ' 


now stands, together with $6,000 per annum for salaries of 
officers and contingent expenses, and $3,000 for deficiency in 
salaries, which will have been earned by the-80th day of Juné 
next, when the present fiscal year expires, will be sufficiont to 


-meet the current wants of the Institute. 


The board have been fortunate in securing the services of 
Prof. E. F. Caruthers as.a speaking Principal, and of his wife 


as Matron. They have also employed Ralph H. Atwood and 


his wife, both highly educated mutes, as assistant: teacher. and 
matron. 


The salary of the Principal and Matron is, e $2,000 per annum,. 
and that of Mr. Atwood and wife, $1,200. 


ke | 278 
tt will be seen from the report of the Principal, herewith 


submitted, that there aré now in the Institute forty-three (43) _ 


pupils, of whom twenty-five (25) are male and eighteen (18) 
female, and all making good progress in their studies. - The 
number in the State, as will Also be observed from the same 
report, is at least one hundred and seventy-four (174,) the most 
of whom, it is reasonable to suppose, will in time become the 
recipients of the advantages of the Institute. 


_ There has been no death in the institution sinice its organi- - 


zation, and the hoard .have secured the services of an humane 
and able physician, Dr. M. K. Starke, of this city. 

The future of the Institution demands a passing notice. 
The primary object, in deaf mute, as in other education, is to 


make it practical; and -to that end, one of the principal means ` 


-by which a deaf mute can ions self-sustaining after. the 
period of pupilage shall have passed, is the acquisition of a 
trade. Fully to develop our Institution in this respect, as also 
to provide sufficierit accommodation for that i increase of pupils 
which can be regarded as certain, a large and cominodious 


edifice, such as other States possess, ought ere long to be - 


erected, The capacity of the present buildings is about ex- 
hausted, and the attention of your excellency is respectfully 
called to the propriety of recommending to. the Legislature 


the granting. of an appropriation with which the foundation, - 


at least, of the wished-for edifice can be laid; and when -this 
edifice itself shall be completed, the buildings now occupied 
will still be needed, and will be specially serviceable for school 
rooms and work shops, a use for which they were in part 
designed, = — SN E 


-n 


In closing this report, the, la desires to express his 


obligations for the pr ompt and cordial manner in which he” 
has been assisted: be the members of the board, and by the 
interest taken in the Institution by your Excellency: and other 
officers of State. 
Respectfully submitted. a. 
a ee - JOHN WASSELL, President. 
DeormBER 13, 1870, ` e oo 
` ts a 2 . e a : 
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To the. Board of. Directors:of the Arkansas Deaf Mute Institute: 


. On;the Sth, of:last:May, just one week after our arrival to 


assume themanagement of the Institute, the-school, ¿onsist- 
ing at that time of twenty-four pupils, was moved from the 


temporary structure they were then occupying to the new 
brick'building completed:.a short time previously. Buch fur- 
niture, in addition:to he old, as seemed. necessary and: appro- 
. priate was purchased. - A. barn was built, a horse and buggy 
„and two cows were’ ‘purchased, and a cistern was. dug with a 
capacity of about onè thousarid: barrels. Five acres of land 
have been cleared. and fenced; A fruit orchard of. one hundred 
and fifty-nine trees has been geng and a half acre set out in 
grapes: -.. 

On the 80th. of Jane the school session closed, and all of the 
-- pupils, excepting, three, went to. » their homes to apend the sum- 
mer yacation. ` 

August 16, Mr. and- Mrs. Atwood, from the Ohio Institu- 
tion for the Deaf and Dumb, arrived, the former as teacher and 
the latter. as assistant matron. _ . 

_In,September, by your authority, the. Principal, in company 
with Professor Patten, Superintendent.of - -the Blind. Institute) 
` visited. the, countiesbordering on the Arkansas river, as far west 
as Fort Smith, for the purpose of looking up several deaf mutes 
in that part of the State. ` Eleven were found who signified 
their intention to,attend. the Institute, several of whom have 
since-been admitted.. 

October: 5, 1870, thé school reassembled, and has been steadily 
"increasing in huribers' up fo (hé présent time. We now liave 
forty-three pupils. Ont nite roll, and several others are daily expect- 
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ed; There have been in , addition’. sixteen applications ‘for ad- 
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y 
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mission. With our present contracted accommodations we 
eannot possibly receive all who have applied. Thereis a large 
number of colored deaf mutes in the State entitled to the same ` 
privileges of education as the white, for whom no provision has 
been made, and with our present ¡accorampdatións, : it is simply 
impossible to” receive them.’ “We are ‘already ci cramped in every 
department for want of room. The boys are compelled, when 
ont of school, to occupy a temporary wooden structure which 


_is far from comfortable, and in time. of sickness :positively:un- 


-safe. -There are no hospital accommodatiens}: ait should ‘any 
virulent epidemic break: out, to: which: we iare::at! any: time 
liable, there-is-no, place where the sick can be removedsto:pre- 
-vent-it from- spreading. .. o A "za" eh bat Zitt? A 
There i is urgent need. Ee an additional. substaiitidl-build- 
ing, contemplated in Ehe plan of the-ohe now “odeupied should 
be erected, and ¡thus place our thriving and-vigorous common- 


; wealth. on. a level with her sister. States;in: un aaa oe 


‘mutes within ber borders the ' facilities for an‘educationi --: 
The limit prescribed: by law for admission'to:the Tostituteis 
elwesii the ages of nine and::thirty years. : -Eha have in 'niy*pos- 
session a partial list of one hundred and seventy-four naémésof 
deaf miutes in the State under thirty: yearsof -agén “Te días been ` 
gathered. partly from the census. returns, -which§have‘beén En. 
sulted only to a limited extent, but largely from personal: eór- 
respondence. -I believe that there ` are át: least “two hundred 
and Gite. deaf :mutes in the. State «under thirty -yeats-of agé. 
This large class in our midst, so isolated by theit affliction, and 
debarred from. ordinary methods of instruction; arë- -Aepóndent 
‘upon the charities'of theState, and it:isa wise ¿coomiyto male: 


El die 


them, intelligent and roll citizens: rather Ge E 


paupers. et aes, LS GE ré r Ka e SE afi} "Ze sl 

Our plan of instruction is two-fold: to educate?’ E të téach 
a: trade... The former is.in successful Operation; the latter Was - 
not yet been attempted for laek of means: -Shoemakinyois:a 
branch of industry well adapted: to deaf muteg, and I-woúld 


recommend that another year a'shoe:shop. be established and 
the i services of a competent foreman sécured. _... 


» 


E. P. CARUTHERS, Principal, 
ees Rock, December 15, enn. Zei ues 


